ROAD TRIP
CHALLENGE

We thought that we would start the summer off with a challenge
based on a road trip. We want you to design a one- or two-day road
trip. This can be a trip that you will actually take this summer or just
one that you are planning for the future. (Consult with your parents.)
Decide what your budget is going to be. Find an interesting location
that is within a few hours drive of your home. Use your budget to
design the day. Figure out how much money you will need for gas. Will
you do any activities that cost money? Will you eat out or pack a
picnic? Your job is to plan the route, activities, food, and lodging (if
necessary). If your family decides the take the trip, use the
opportunity to drive and pump the gas if you are old enough.
If you have a very small budget, you will have to be creative. It may
be a place closer to home at a state park, hiking with a picnic lunch. If
you want a bigger budget, maybe you can line up some babysitting or
lawn mowing jobs to earn extra Road Trip money. Who knows maybe
you’ll find a great hidden gem you never knew existed! If you don’t
have the time or resources to take the trip right now, put it on your
bucket list to do sometime in the near future.

These questions will help you design your trip:
What is my budget?
Where are we going?
How long will we stay?
How many miles will it be round trip?
How much will gas cost?
What/where are we going to eat?
Will we do any activities?
Are we staying overnight?
Where will we stay?

“It’s not the destination, it's the journey.” - Ralph Waldo Emerson

ROAD TRIP
BUDGET

Destination

Duration

Transportation

Budget

How many miles (round trip)?
How many gallons of gas?

Food

Budget

How many meals away?
Where will we eat?

Activities

Budget

Any special activities that cost?

Accommodations

Budget

Will we stay anywhere overnight?

What budget here....

Notes

Total Budget
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Tip: You can take the total miles and divide it by the miles per gallon
your car gets to get the number of gallons of gas you will need. Then
multiply that number by the current price of gas. The result is the
estimate of how much it will cost for fuel for the trip. Or you can
go to https://www.fueleconomy.gov/trip/ and type in the year, make
and model of your car and where you are going. It will give you the
route and give you an estimate about how much the gas will cost.

If you can’t get your budget to line up with what you want to do,
you will have to tweak. Find another location. Change your food or
activity plans. Pick up some extra jobs to make the budget bigger. It’s
a puzzle you can solve. Just because you don’t have a big budget
doesn’t mean you can’t have a great time.
Congratulate yourself on all the skills you learned! You learned how to
research vacation locations and activities and possibly lodging. You
learned how to figure out how much a trip will cost you in gasoline.
You learned how to design a vacation to stay within a budget. You
learned that you can find alternate locations or activities if you didn't
have enough money or bring in more money with extra jobs if you
want a higher budget. You get to practice your driving and navigation
skills when you take the trip. Plus you get to do new stuff and make
awesome memories. Way to go!
This challenge is worth two entries in the gift card drawing. See the
FAQs for how to receive entries.

“Because the greatest part of a road trip isn’t arriving at your
destination. It’s all the wild stuff that happens along the way.”
Emma Chase

